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EXHIBIT A
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

HOKIE OBJECTIVE ONOMASTICS )
SOCIETY LLC,

Opposer,
v.

AND STATE UNIVERSITY,

Applicant.

)
)
)
) Opposition No. 91207895

)
)
)

)
VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE ) Serial No. 85-531,923

DECLARATION OF JAMES CREEKMORE IN OPPOSITION TO
APPLICANT'S SECOND MOTION FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT

The undersigned does hereby declare as follows:

1. I am an adult citizen and resident of the Commonwealth of Virginia and am competent

to make this declaration.

2. I make this declaration on behalf of Opposer Hokie Objective Onomastics Society LLC

("Opposer"), in my capacity as Manager of Opposer.

3. Opposer is a not-for-profit company, tax-exempt under Section 501(c)(a) of the Internal

Revenue Code.

4. Until recently Opposer had not seen any need to file an application for recognition of its

tax-exempt status, as no such application is legally required for a Section 501(c)(a)

organization, which may "self-declare" its tax-exempt status without filing any

application.

5. However, Opposer now has hled such an application using IRS Form 1024, which is

included as Attachment A.

6. Historical research has shown that the term HOKIE, when used to mean a student,

athlete, alumnus or supporter of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University
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("VPI&SU"), or when used to refer to connections and relationships to VPI&SU, first

arose organically around 1949.

l. The public thus spontaneously gave the term HOKIE its present meaning and made it

part of the normal, everyday English language.

8. At the time when the public created the term HOKIE, the main nicknames for VPI&SU

students, athletes and supporters were GOBBLERS and TECHMEN. Not until the

1970s did HOKIE become the more popular nickname.

9. During all this period, lasting for two or three decades, VPI&SU did not use the term

HOKIE as a trademark.

10. VPI&SU finally switched its official nickname from GOBBLERS to HOKIES around

1978.

11. By the time when VPI&SU made its first trademark use of the term HOKIE, the term

abeady had spent several decades in the public domain, having the everyday, ordinary

meaning of a student, athlete, alumnus or supporter of VPI&SU, or else being used to

refer to a connection or relationship to VPI&SU.

12. Despite this, VPI&SU has for several years made a policy of intimidating, harassing

and suing local businesses that continue to use the term HOKIE for its ordinary,

everyday English meaning.

13. In particular, in2010, VPI&SU sued a local real estate brokerage, Hokie Real Estate,

for trademark infringement, even though VPI&SU did not and had never offered real

estate brokerage services.

14. VPI&SU also has intimidated and harassed other businesses and groups that have used

HOKIE and its derivatives in a purely generic and/or descriptive sense, and has

developed a network of third parties (such as newspaper advertising departments and t-

shirt vendors) who facilitate this harassment by routinely reporting to VPI&SU on their
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customers' use of such terms. Some examples of such harassment, obtained from

VPI&SU, are included as Attachment B. There are other such examples.

15. Since its formation, Opposer has offered and provided educational services, including

lectures, symposia, and presentations, under the service marks HOKIE OBJECTIVE

ONOMASTIC SOCIETY and HOKIE FAN. (Opposer has legally registered HOKIE

FAN as a fictitious name with the Virginia State Corporation Commission.)

16. Attachment C includes photographs from five such lectures / presentations.

17. One of these lectures / presentations, given on April 18,2015, was given under the

auspices of the VT CLASS program operated by VPI&SU itselt at the request of the

VT CLASS administrator. (See pages HOOS-000590 through HOOS-000597 in

Attachment C.) As the program occurs off-campus, Opposer did not itself realize the

connection to VPI&SU until after the lecture / presentation was scheduled.

Attachment D is a copy of the VT CLASS web page operated by VPI&SU.

18. Opposer also would be glad to provide such lectures / presentations at an educational

conference or exhibition. This would be a natural expansion of Opposer's services.

19. These lectures / presentations touch upon subjects such as history, sociology, etymology,

linguistics and law, in examining whether VPI&SU has any right to prevent others from

using the term HOKIE. A copy of the slide deck used in these lectures / presentations is

included as Attachment E.

20. Since its formation, Opposer also has offered and provided educational and/or

advertising materials on these same subjects. Copies of such materials are included as

Attachment F.

21. Because Opposer offers and provides services very similar to those offered and

provided by VPI&SU, Opposer is afraid that VPI&SU may take measures against
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Opposer because of Opposer's use of its HOKIE OBJECTIVE ONOMASTIC

SOCIETY and HOKIE FAN marks in connection with Opposer's services.

22.If VPI&SU's application to the USPTO for registration of HOKIE (the "Application")

is granted, then this may enhance Applicant's ability to take such measures against

Opposer.

23. Opposer presently is contemplating whether to seek to register either or both of its

marks on the Principal Register in International Class 41 for educational services. This

is the same International Class in which VPI&SU has applied for registration of the

term HOKIE.

24.\f the Application is granted, then it is likely that Opposer's application or applications

for registration will be denied because of the then-existing registration of the mark

described in the Application. The granting of the Application thus could foreclose

Opposer from obtaining registration of its marks. Opposer therefore believes that it will

be damaged by the registration of the mark described in the Application.

25. The included Attachment G consists of a copy of a brochure documenting the use of

Opposer's HOKIE OBJECTIVE ONOMASTIC SOCIETY mark at a United Way

"casino night" charity event at which Opposer sponsored a "horse'o in a mock horse race,

as well as photographs from that event.

26.The included Attachment H consists of excerpts from the transcript of my deposition

in this matter, taken on September 30, 2014.
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25. Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. ç 1746,I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is

true and correct to the best ofmy knowledge.

Executed this 4th day of Ma¡ 2015
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(Rev. January 2010)

Department of the Treasury

lntemal Revenue Seruice

User Fee for Exempt Organization
Determination Letter Request

Þ Attach this form to determination letter application.

For

!RS

Usê

Only

oMB No. 1545-17e8 
-1

Conlrol number

Amount paid

User fee screener8718 is NOT a determination letter

1 Name of organ;zation 2 Employer ldent¡fication Number

Onomastics Soc 46-5170

Type of request

a Ø lnitial request for a determination letter for:

. An exempt organization that has had annual gross receipts averaging not more than $10,000 during the

preceding 4 years or
o A new organization that anticipates gross receipts averaging not more than $10,000 during its first 4 years Þ $400

Note. lf you checked box 3a, you must complete ihe Ceftification below.

I certify that the annual gross receipts of

Gertification

--U-91ç9--gþi9-c!-v-q--o.T9n9-qTiq9-gg-qielv-L-l'ç--------"-.--

have averaged (or are expecte

name of organization

not more than $10,000 during the preceding 4 (or the first 4) years of

operation.

Signature Þ Title Þ Ma

b fl lnitial request for a letter for:

o An exempt organization that has had annual gross receipts averaging more than $10,000 during the preceding

4 years or
oAneworganizationthatanticipateSgroSsreceiptsaveragingmorethan$10,000duringitsfirst4years>

c Ll GrouÞ exemption leüers

lnstructions
The law requires payment of a user fee
with each application for a determination
letter. The user fees are listed on line 3
above. For more information, see Rev.
Proc. 2009-8; 2009-1 l.R.B. 229, or latest
annual update.

Check the box or boxes on line 3 for the
type of application you are submitting. lf
you check box 3a, you must complete and
sign the certification statement that
appears under llne 3a.

Attach to Form 8718 a check or money
order payable to the "United States
Treasury" for the full amount of the user
fee. lf you do not include the full amount,
your application will be returned. Attach
Form 8718 to your determination letter
application.

Generally, the user fee will be refunded
only if the lnternal Revenue Service
declines to issue a determination.

Where To File

Send the determination letter application
and Form 8718 to:

lnternal Revenue Service
P.O. Box 12192
Covington, KY 41 012-0192

Who Should File

Organizations applying for federal income
tax exemption, other than Form 1023 filers.
Organizations submitting Form'1 023
should refer to the instructions in that
application package.

Paperwork Reduction Act Notice. We ask
for the information on this form to carry out
the lnternal Revenue laws of the United
States. lf you want your organization to be
recognized as tax-exempt by the lRS, you

are required to give us this information. We
need it to determine whether the
organization meets the legal requirements
for tax-exempt status.

You are not required to provide the
information requested on a form that is
subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act
unless the form displays a valid OMB
control number. Books or records relating

to a form or its instructions must be
retained as long as their contents may
become material in the administration of
any lnternal Revenue law. The rules
governing the confidentiality of Form 8718
are covered in section 6104.

The time needed to complete and file
this form will vary depending on individual
circumstances. The estimated average time
is 5 minutes. lf you have comments
concerning the accuracy of this time
estimate or suggestions for making this
form simpler, we would be happy to hear
from you. You can write to the lnternal
Revenue Service, Tax Products
Coordinating Committee,
SE:W:CAR:MP:T:T:SP, 1 1 1 1 Constitution
Ave. NW, lR-6526, Washington, ÐC 20224.
Do not send this form to this address.
lnstead, seeWhere To File above.

Caution. Do not attach Form 8718 to an application for a pension plan determination letter. Use Form 8717 instead.

CaL No.64728z' rorm 8718 (1-2010)

ililtilililt ililt tilllililt ilililil ililt lllll lllll lllll lllll lllll llllllll
HOOS-000624
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White. Locke

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

david@hipeak.com
Tuesday, November 10, 2009 8:50 AM
White, Locke
RE: Licence approval
image001 2.jpg; image002.jpg

Not a problem,

We do not print anything without your approval.

Thanks!

David,

NOT APPROVED. I believe this is the mechanical Hokie bird on stilts. I told him that he can

go through the parking lots but he cannot tum it into a business. If you have already printed

them they need to be destroyed.

Do not let them go out the door.

Locke White

Director of Licensing

Virginia Tech Licensing & Trademark

Southgate Drive (0161)

Blacksburg, VA 24061

(540) 231-3748

IIJVirginiaTech
Invent the Future

From: david@hipeak.com [mailto:david@hipeak.com]

Sent: Monday, November 09, 20093:29 PM

To: White, Locke

Cc: blacksburg@hipeak.com

Subject: Licence approval

This is a rush job we received that needs to print tomorrow so I am emailing you directly.



VT 018765

Here is art for order #709652 under the name Jesse Johnson, to be screenprinted on 100 black tee

shirts. Please let me know about license approval at your earliest convenience.

Here is the art for front.

Thanks and have a great day'

David Marsh

Graphic Artist

High Peak Sportswear, Inc.

2323 Memorial Ave., Ste. 17

2



VT 018766

Lynchburg Virginia 24501

846-5223 ext. 122

This message has been scanned for viruses and

dangerous content by MaiiScanner, and is

believed to be clean.

Content-Type: image/jpeg; name="image001.jpg"

Content-Description: imageOO1.jpg

Content-Disposition: inline; filename="imageOO1.jpg"; size=3521;

creation-date="Tue, I0 Nov 2009 08:30:33 GMT";

modification-date="Tue, I0 Nov 2009 08:30:33 GMT"

Content-ID: <imageOOI.jpg@0ICA6IEO.1223DFFO>

Content-Type: image/jpeg; name="image002.jpg"

Content-Description: image002.jpg

Content-Disposition: inline; filename="image002.jpg"; size=55833;

creation-date="Tue, 10 Nov 2009 08:30:33 GMT";

modification-date="Tue, 10 Nov 2009 08:30:33 GMT"

Content-ID: <image002.jpg@0ICA61EO.1223DFFO>

David Marsh

Graphic Artist

High Peak Sportswear, Inc.

2323 Memorial Ave., Ste. 17

Lynchburg Virginia 24501

846-5223 ext. 122
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WHY “HOKIE” IS NOT A 

TRADEMARK

Keith Finch
The Creekmore Law Firm PC

Brought to you by HOKIE FAN
A Project of The Hokie Objective Onomastics Society LLC

http://facebook.com/AnyoneCanBeAHokie
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Why “Hokie” is Not a Trademark
Virginia Tech did not invent it
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Before Now

HOKIE 2011 01 21 002810
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Love and Friendship; 
or, Yankee Notions,
by A.B. Lindsley,

1809
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Blackwood’s 
Edinburgh Magazine,

1822
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Why “Hokie” is Not a Trademark
Virginia Tech did not invent it

It is a generic word meaning “supporter 
of  Virginia Tech”
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Common Law:
Trademark Rights 

Arise From 

Use in Commerce
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East Piddlehinton

Ye Olde 

Green Dragon Tavern

Windy Wundhump
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Common Law:
Trademark Rights 

Arise From 

Use in Commerce
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Hokie Grill & Company
Hokie Kids’ Club
Hokie Huddler

Hokie Spa 
Hokies Helping Hokies

Hokies 4 Hire
Hokies for the Hungry

Hokie Hands
Hokie Passport

Hokie Harvest Sale
Hokie Camp
Hokie Shop

Hokie Tickets
Hokie Handbook

Hokie News
Hokie Parent

Healthy Hokie Workshop
Hokie Nation Network

Hokie F6
Hokie Bird Wine

Hokie Water 
Hokie Family Day
Hokie Spirit Picnic

Hokie Mart
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Number of Occurrences of Nicknames "Hokies," "Gobblers" and "Techmen" in the VPI Student Newspaper from 1935 through 1979
(based upon review of the entire text of the first October issue in each year)

Notes: 1.  Variants are included in the counts.  So, for example, the counts for "Hokies" include "Hokie," and the counts for "Gobblers" include
     "Goblets," a reference to the Freshman football team in certain years.
2.  The counts for all nicknames include only uses (a) referring to athletes, (b) referring to students, staff, alumni, fans, etc., and (c) as an 
     adjective.  Thus, all references to the original "Hoki, Hoki, Hoki, Hy!" spirit yell have been disregarded and are not included in these counts.
3.  Counts are from The Virginia Tech until 1969 and from The Collegiate Times from 1970 onward.
4.  There was no October issue of the student newspaper in 1944.
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The term “Hokie”
arises spontaneously,
created by the people

“Hokie” in the public domain 
for more than 20 years
No use by Virginia Tech
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Why “Hokie” is Not a Trademark
Virginia Tech did not invent it
It is a generic word meaning “supporter 
of  Virginia Tech”
Virginia Tech has pretended that it has a 
Federal registration for “Hokie”
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Hokie™

Hokie®
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Intentional Misuse of the ® = bad
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Why “Hokie” is Not a Trademark
Virginia Tech did not invent it
It is a generic word meaning “supporter 
of  Virginia Tech”
Virginia Tech has pretended that it has a 
Federal registration for “Hokie”

Granting of “naked licenses”
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Why “Hokie” is Not a Trademark
Virginia Tech did not invent it
It is a generic word meaning “supporter 
of  Virginia Tech”
Virginia Tech has pretended that it has a 
Federal registration for “Hokie”
Granting of “naked licenses”

Failure to sue after sending cease-and-
desist letters
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Why “Hokie” is Not a Trademark
Virginia Tech did not invent it
It is a generic word meaning “supporter 
of  Virginia Tech”
Virginia Tech has pretended that it has a 
Federal registration for “Hokie”
Granting of “naked licenses”
Failure to sue after sending cease-and-
desist letters

Failure to sue everyone else
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Any other businesses using HOKIE as a trademark
without Virginia Tech’s permission?
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WHY “HOKIE” IS NOT A 

TRADEMARK

Keith Finch
The Creekmore Law Firm PC

Brought to you by HOKIE FAN
A Project of The Hokie Objective Onomastics Society LLC

http://facebook.com/AnyoneCanBeAHokie
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·1· · ·IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

·2· · · · BEFORE THE TRADEMARK TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD

·3· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - x

·4· HOKIE OBJECTIVE ONOMASTICS SOCIETY, :

·5· · · · · · · ·Plaintiff,· · · · · · ·:

·6· v.· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · : OPPOSITION NO. 91207895

·7· VIRGINIA POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE and· :· SERIAL NO. 85-531,923

·8· STATE UNIVERSITY,· · · · :

·9· · · · · · · ·Defendants.· · · · :

10· - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - x

11

12· · · · · · · · 30(B)(6) & Individual

13· · · · · · · ·Deposition of JAMES CREEKMORE

14· · · · · · · · · ·Blacksburg, Virginia

15· · · · · · · · Tuesday, September 30, 2014

16· · · · · · · · · · · · ·9:00 a.m.

17

18· Job No.:· 61980

19· Pages 1 through 211

20· Reported by:· Cassandra E. Ellis, RPR

21

22

23

24

25

http://www.huseby.com
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·1· 2012 return we'll identify as applicant's Exhibit 10,

·2· and so the record is clear, it bears Bates stamp

·3· number HOOS 000438 through 000442.

·4· · · · · · ·(Exhibit No. 10 was marked for

·5· identification.)

·6· BY MR. WEISBEIN:

·7· · · · ·Q· ·And Mr. Creekmore, I ask you to look at

·8· applicant's Exhibit 10, which is the 2012 tax return

·9· for Hokie Objective Onomastics Society, LLC; correct?

10· · · · ·A· ·Correct.

11· · · · ·Q· ·And is that your signature on page 441 of

12· this document?

13· · · · ·A· ·It is.

14· · · · ·Q· ·And it's dated July 10th, 2014; correct?

15· · · · ·A· ·Correct.

16· · · · ·Q· ·And it's your understanding that this

17· document was submitted to the IRS; correct?

18· · · · ·A· ·Correct.

19· · · · ·Q· ·Okay.· And now you submitted it as a -- as

20· a -- this is the short form for filing for a tax

21· exempt company; correct?

22· · · · ·A· ·Correct.

23· · · · ·Q· ·And you'll note that line J is a line that

24· you're supposed to check for tax exempt status; do you

25· see that?
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·1· · · · ·A· ·I do see that.

·2· · · · ·Q· ·And there is nothing checked there,

·3· 501(c)(4) is not checked; correct?

·4· · · · ·A· ·I do see that.

·5· · · · ·Q· ·And that's because you have yet to file the

·6· appropriate documentation to receive 501(c)(4) status;

·7· is that correct?

·8· · · · ·A· ·Correct.

·9· · · · ·Q· ·Is it your testimony, sir, that all of the

10· information that's set forth in Exhibit 10 is -- is

11· accurate to the best of your knowledge?

12· · · · ·A· ·Yes.

13· · · · ·Q· ·Okay.· And did you review any documents to

14· -- to check the numbers that are set forth throughout

15· this document?

16· · · · ·A· ·Yes.

17· · · · ·Q· ·The dollar figures?

18· · · · ·A· ·Yes, I provided those numbers.

19· · · · ·Q· ·Okay.· So it's true, is it not, that in

20· fiscal year 2012, that the contributions to the

21· company to HOOS were totalled $477.34; correct?

22· · · · ·A· ·Correct.

23· · · · ·Q· ·And those contributions would have been

24· made by you or Mr. Finch; correct?

25· · · · ·A· ·Yes.
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·1· · · · ·Q· ·Okay.· And -- and the money, that $477.34,

·2· was used, in part, to pay for the official filing fees

·3· to form the LLC back in 2012; correct?

·4· · · · ·A· ·Correct.

·5· · · · ·Q· ·Do you know what the filing fees would have

·6· been to do that?

·7· · · · ·A· ·There's a $100 filing fee and a $2, at the

·8· time, a $2.40 online credit card processing fee, so

·9· that's $102.40, and I don't know what we may -- may

10· have filed for the other $300, I don't remember off

11· the top of my head.

12· · · · ·Q· ·What those expenditures went to, is what

13· you're saying?

14· · · · ·A· ·Right.· Correct.

15· · · · ·Q· ·All right.· Now, it's true, is it not, that

16· in 2012 HOOS didn't actually render any -- any

17· services; correct?

18· · · · ·A· ·I'm not sure that's the case.· I -- I would

19· consider the development of the Facebook page and the

20· distribution of information through that is rendering

21· a service.· In fact, the inception of the educational

22· mission was there.· To follow-up on my prior answer,

23· the $300 would have been for the TTAB filing.

24· · · · ·Q· ·Well, let me ask you this:· In 2012, did

25· HOOS offer educational lectures, symposium, symposia,
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·1· presentation to classes, organizations, businesses,

·2· and individuals?

·3· · · · ·A· ·Yes.

·4· · · · ·Q· ·In 2012, did they?

·5· · · · ·A· ·Yes.

·6· · · · ·Q· ·And when in 2012?

·7· · · · ·A· ·From the inception.

·8· · · · ·Q· ·When was the first educational lecture,

·9· symposia, or presentation to classes, organizations,

10· businesses, and individuals given in 2012?

11· · · · ·A· ·I don't know that we had anyone request

12· that in 2012, but we offered it.

13· · · · ·Q· ·No, I'm not asking you if you offered it?

14· · · · ·A· ·You did ask me.

15· · · · ·Q· ·Okay.· Did you provide any such services?

16· · · · ·A· ·No one asked us to come speak in 2012.

17· · · · ·Q· ·Okay.· So you didn't -- you may have

18· offered it, but you didn't actually provide the

19· service; correct?

20· · · · ·A· ·Correct.· We did not provide a lecture or

21· -- or classroom presentation in 2012.

22· · · · ·Q· ·In fact, the first one wasn't until March

23· of 2013; correct?

24· · · · ·A· ·Correct.

25· · · · ·Q· ·Did you distribute educational materials
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·1· · · · ·A· ·I don't know because, like I said, I don't

·2· believe that I have either received or paid the bill,

·3· yet.· So I don't know what the answer to that question

·4· is.

·5· · · · ·Q· ·What is your understanding of the services

·6· for which Virginia Tech has applied to register the

·7· mark Hokie?

·8· · · · ·A· ·I believe from recollection without having

·9· it in front of me, that the trademark application for

10· -- did you ask for Hokie?

11· · · · ·Q· ·Hokie.

12· · · · ·A· ·Hokie, covers educational programming, I

13· believe it covers entertainment, I believe it covers

14· sports, I believe it covers merchandise.

15· · · · · · ·MR. CAPALDO:· Exhibit No. 3?

16· · · · · · ·THE WITNESS:· All the way down to the

17· bottom of that stack.

18· · · · · · ·MR. CAPALDO:· Is it three?

19· BY MR. WEISBEIN:

20· · · · ·Q· ·You can look at Exhibit No. 3.

21· · · · ·A· ·The goods and services are covered on page

22· two.

23· · · · ·Q· ·Can you just read them out loud?

24· · · · ·A· ·Education and entertainment services,

25· namely providing courses of instruction at the
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·1· university level, educational research, arranging and

·2· conducting athletic competitions, exhibitions in the

·3· nature of scientific shows and school fairs,

·4· conducting conferences in the field of math, politics,

·5· sociology, physics, chemistry, and science and

·6· distributing course materials in connection there

·7· with, live performances by a musical band, and

·8· festivals featuring a variety of activities, namely

·9· arts, music, dance, drama, sports, and athletics.

10· · · · ·Q· ·Does HOOS provide courses of instruction at

11· the university level?

12· · · · ·A· ·We have not provided courses of instruction

13· for university credit, if that is the definition of at

14· the university level.· We certainly provide programs

15· to university level spectators and participants as

16· several have been university professors and university

17· employees and university students.

18· · · · ·Q· ·But you don't give -- you don't provide

19· courses of instruction for academic credit at the

20· university level; correct?

21· · · · ·A· ·For academic credit, correct.

22· · · · ·Q· ·Or even at the university level, you may

23· have had attendees who have college education or

24· beyond, but you're not providing a course of

25· instruction in law at the university level, are you?
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·1· · · · ·A· ·Well, that's -- you qualified it with --

·2· for academic credit, which is a perfectly acceptable

·3· qualification for me, because I don't know whether

·4· university level contemplates the fact that active and

·5· past faculty members, students, or other university

·6· employees have been present at our programs.

·7· · · · ·Q· ·Putting aside who the attendees are, are

·8· you giving courses of instruction at the university

·9· level, do you understand what that means?

10· · · · ·A· ·No, please define it for me.

11· · · · ·Q· ·Courses of instruction at the university

12· level would mean giving instructions, giving course

13· presentations for college credit?

14· · · · ·A· ·We do not give course presentations for

15· college credit, no.

16· · · · ·Q· ·Do you undertake educational research?

17· · · · ·A· ·Definitely.

18· · · · ·Q· ·In what subject matter?

19· · · · ·A· ·The etymology of the word Hokie, historical

20· underpinnings of how that word became incorporated

21· into the English language and the historical use of

22· that word by Virginia Tech and by the community around

23· Virginia Tech, all of which would be included in a

24· broad definition of educational research.

25· · · · ·Q· ·But beyond what you just said, that's the
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·1· limit of your educational research; correct?

·2· · · · ·A· ·I think that would be fair, yes.

·3· · · · ·Q· ·Do you arrange and conduct athletic

·4· competitions?

·5· · · · ·A· ·We do not.

·6· · · · ·Q· ·Do you provide -- do your research

·7· standards adhere to any research standards from

·8· recognized collegiate entities?

·9· · · · ·A· ·Inasmuch as a former Virginia Tech English

10· professor assisted us initially in providing that

11· research, I would think that it probably would, but I

12· do not know.

13· · · · ·Q· ·Do you provide exhibitions in the nature of

14· scientific shows or school fairs?

15· · · · ·A· ·No.

16· · · · ·Q· ·Do you conduct conferences in the field of

17· math?

18· · · · ·A· ·No.

19· · · · ·Q· ·Do you conduct conferences in the field of

20· politics?

21· · · · ·A· ·No.

22· · · · ·Q· ·Do you conduct conferences in the field of

23· sociology?

24· · · · ·A· ·No.

25· · · · ·Q· ·Do you conduct conferences in the field of
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